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EU Commission
 

Siim Kallas, Vice President of the EU Commission, Commissioner for Transport and former Prime
Minister of Estonia, has suggested that as a matter of public policy the access charges to the tunnel
should be reduced to help fill the 50% unused capacity and remove trucks from the roads.

 

Last year about 10m Eurostar passengers travelled through the tunnel;  Eurotunnel’s profit was
€30m;  the average charge per person was about €18;  reducing it by 20% would turn a profit into a
loss, and would be unlikely to have much impact on the number of passengers carried.

 

But why should the shareholders subsidise public policy?

 

After a long battle, Deutsche Bahn has finally succeeded in obtaining running rights through the tunnel
from the regulatory authorities;  this alone is likely to generate more revenue for new routes to
Germany utilising some of the spare capacity – not only generating more returns for Eurotunnel but
also providing a service that EU customers might wish to patronise.

 

And as Jacques Gounon has so rightly pointed out, there are many other constraints particularly to
railway goods traffic which he is doing his utmost to mitigate.  He has transformed the company from a
basket case into a formidable international operation such that it is now in the sights of the EU
Commission.  Do not let the Commission undermine the good work he has been doing – to show your
support for Eurotunnel do sign the French petition to the French Minister of Transport, and also sign
the English petition to the English Minister of Transport.

 

A strong company is essential to sustain your travel rights.  Do please forward this email to anyone
else who you think would be willing to sign either or both the petitions.
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